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#1 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
Assurance of Salvation 

 
Can we know for sure that we are accepted by God?  Can we trust God not to cast us 

aside?  For real stability in the Christian life, these questions need solid answers.  This 

lesson looks at the Biblical response to these issues. 

 

I.   OUR NEW RELATIONSHIP 

 

      Becoming a Christian places you in a new relationship to God. 

      Examine the following verses and list the elements of new relation- 

      ship to God through Christ.  John 3:16-18; 5:24; Rom. 5:1-11; 8:1 

 

      I have/am NOT PERISH, ETERAL LIFE, NO CONDEMNATION, SALVATION, NO 

JUDGMENT, DEATH TO LIFE, PEACE WITH GOD, ACCESS, REJOICE, HOPE, SHARE 

GLORY OF GOD, GOD’S LOVE, HOLY SPIRIT, JUSTIFIED, SAVED FROM WRATH, 

RECONCILED 
 

Our relationship with God is the foundation of our assurances.  We are already at 

peace and one with God. 

 

II.  WE CAN BE SURE 

 

      Many scriptures are if-then propositions.  Fill in the following blanks for these  

      verses: 

 

John 1:12  IF  RECEIVE HIM, BELIEVE IN HIS NAME  

THEN WE HAVE POWER TO BECOME CHILDREN 

 

      John 3:16  IF BELIEVE IN HIM 

THEN NOT PERISH, ETERNAL LIFE 

 

      John 5:24  IF HEAR JESUS’ WORDS, BELIEVE IN FATHER 

THEN ETERNAL LIFE, NO JUDGMENT, DEATH TO LIFE 

 

It is possible to be sure of our new relationship with God (see I John 5:13).  When we 

comply with the items in the “if” column, we can be sure of the items in the “then” 

column. 

 

III.  WE SEE EVIDENCE 

 

      As we live out our new relationship with God, we will see evidence, which will help 

      us know that it is real.  What clues do you find in the following verses? 
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 PASSAGES    EVIDENCES OF NEW RELATIONSHIP 

 

      Ephesians 1:13,14; Romans 8:15,16  WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT 

 

 

      Galatians 5:22,23    FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

 

 

      I John 3:14    LOVE FOR OTHER CHRISTIANS 

 

 

      Hebrews 12:6-8    DISCIPLINE AS SONS 

 

       John 15:1-10,14,16   VINE, PRUNING, FRUIT BEARING,  

KEEP COMMANDS 

 

 

      As the evidence stands up, we become increasingly more sure of our new relationship  

      with God. 

 

IV.   WE CAN DEPEND ON GOD 

 

      Our relationship with God depends on what Christ has done for us.  Christ is the “one 

      way” to God.  But can we trust God for the future?  Think over these verses and write 

      them out in your own words. 

 

      John 6:37:  ALL THAT THE FATHER GIVES ME WILL COME TO ME; AND HIM WHO 

COMES TO ME, I WILL NOT CAST OUT 

 

      John 10:27-29:  (27) MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE AND I KNOW THEM, AND THEY 

FOLLOW ME; (28) AND I GIVE THEM ETERNAL LIFE, AND THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH 

AND NO ONE SHALL SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY HAND; (29) MY FATHER WHO HAS 

GIVEN THEM TO ME IS GREATER THAN ALL AND NO ONE IS ABLE TO SNATCH THEM 

OUT OF THE FATHER’S HAND 

 

      Hebrews 7:22-28:  BETTER COVENANT, PERMANENT PRIESTHOOD, CONTINUES 

FOREVER, HE IS ABLE TO SAVE, HE LIVES TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR THEM, HOLY, 

BLAMELESS, HIGH PRIEST, NO NEED FOR DAILY SACRIFICES, ONCE FOR ALL 

SACRIFICE OF HIMSELF 

 

      Rom. 8:31-39:  WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?  HE WILL GIVE US ALL THINGS WITH 

HIM WHO CAN BRING A CHARGE?  JESUS – THE CROSS AND PRESENT INTERCESSION,  

WHO CAN SEPARATE, MORE THAN CONQUERORS 

 

      We have the firm assurance from Scripture that God will never let us go. 

 

V   SO WHAT?   
SUMMARY:  NEW RELATIONSHIP, IF – THEN, EVIDENCE, GOD WON’T LET US GO 
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ASSURANCE:  OF SALVATION, OF VICTORY (SATAN, ETAL),  OF FORGIVENESS (John 1:9) 

 

      We can be sure of our salvation and we can be sure of our God, but more important  

      than just believing this is seeing it working out in our lives.  We can trust God.  We 

      can worship Him for His greatness.  We can rest assured and be at peace inside. 

 

[SIN X LOST] 

 

      We don’t have to work to earn our continued relationship with God.  He loves us and 

      gives His grace freely to us.  Yet we need to be alert.  We should look for and  

      cultivate the evidences of our new life.     

 
[NOT OF WORKS; FFF – 4 LAWS] 

 

IS IT POSSIBLE TO COMIT A MORTAL OR UNPARDONABLE SIN AND LOSE MY 

SALVATION?  Numbers 14:10-12; Psalm 51:11; II Peter 2:20, 21; Rev. 3:5 

 

ANSWER:  Num. 15:22-31; Phil 3:18; Heb. 10:26-31, 6:4-6 – In common (&  = Holy Spirit sin)  

 

Cross, so if sin is forgiven by cross – rejection = no forgiveness 

 

Unpardonable sin Mat 12:31 – Blaspheme the Holy Spirit; Mk. 3:29, Lk 12:10 – Mortal Sin, 1 John 

5:16, 17 

 

Not keep sinning – 1 John 5, 6, 9 et al 
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#2 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
The Lordship of Christ 

 
John Smith has been a Christian for three weeks.  He has a chance to invest and open a 

new business with a friend.  It looks like a golden opportunity.  How does John’s new 

citizenship in God’s Kingdom affect his decision? [PREACHING / MOLDED BY] This 

lesson examines the impact of Christ’s Lordship.  [NOT ONLY SAVIOR] 

 

I.  KING JESUS 

 

      All kingdoms have a king.  When a person becomes a Christian, he enters a new 

      Kingdom and serves a new King (Col. 1:13).  These passages show the nature of this 

      lordship. 

 

      A.  What is Christ’s position now?  [ALSO REV.  5] 

 

Philippians 2:9-11  ABOVE EVERY NAME - LORD 

 

      B.  Why does Jesus deserve to reign? 

 

 1.  Colossians 1:16,17: CREATOR, SUSTAINER 

 

2.   John 8:42:  COME FROM GOD 

 

3.   Ephesians 1:20-22:  SEATED AT RIGHT HAND, ABOVE ALL 

 

4.   I Corinthians 6:19,20:  HE BOUGHT US 

 

      C.  Summarize in your own words what kind of Lord Christ is?  (Read Matt. 11:28- 

        30)  (28)  COME UNTO ME ALL WHO LABOR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN AND I 

WILL GIVE YOU REST (29) TAKE MY YO9KE UPON YOU AND LEARN OF ME; FOR I AM 

GENTLE AND LOWLY IN HEART AND YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS (30 FOR 

MY YOKE IS EASY AND MY BURDEN IS LIGHT. 

 

D. According to John 14:15,23, what is the Christian’s appropriate response to the  

Lord Jesus Christ?  (15) IF YOU LOVE ME, YOU WILL KEEP MY 

COMMANDMENTS (23) IF A MAN LOVES ME, HE WILL KEEP MY WORD 

 

      We must all learn to worship and serve the one who is King of Kings and Lord of  

      Lords.  OBEDIENCE, SUBMISSION,  LOST, REPENTENCE 
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II.  YIELDING TO THE KING 

 

      The Lordship of Christ should have a drastic effect on your priorities and attitudes in  

      the areas of possessions, relationships, time, work, and service involvements.  Match  

      the scripture verses with the principles they teach. 

 

C 1.  You don’t even own the shirt on your back. A.  I Peter 2:13-25              

       This is God’s world and man is a steward,  

       not an owner.     B.  Mark 12:41-44 

 

G 2.  Christians should give generously.  C.  Psalms 24:1 

 

B 3.  God is more interested in the heart   D.  II Corinthians 6:14-18 

        attitude than the amount given.   

        E.  Luke 14:25-33 

D 4.  Christians should not form intimate 

        and inconsistent relationships with  F.  Ephesians 4:29, 5:14 

        unbelievers. 

        G.  II Corinthians 9 

F 5.  A Christian’s vocabulary and topics 

       of conversation must be disciplined. 

 

E 6. Every relationship must have and 

      every commitment we make must be 

      subordinate to our commitment to God. 

 

A 7. Christians ought to obey the government, 

      employers, school administrators and  

      other secular authorities over them. 

 

      Putting these principles to work is the way to experiencing the Lordship of Christ. 

 

III   FOLLOWING THROUGH 

 

      List three areas from your own life where you need to make adjustments to make  

      Jesus Lord of your life: 

 

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 

      What adjustments will you make?  BE SPECIFIC! 
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#3 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
Fellowship with God 

 
The main purpose of Christianity is to (1) help men live in peace with each other, (2) 

show us how to serve God, (3) restore man into fellowship with God, (4) get us out of 

bed Sunday mornings. 

 

The right answer is number three.  Everything else is a glorious by-product.  This 

fellowship is begun through His Holy Spirit, Bible study, prayer, and the practice of 

spiritual disciplines.  By studying this lesson we should gain practical insight and 

direction in developing and growing in our communion with the Lord. 

 

I.  ABIDING IN CHRIST 

 

Our fellowship with God begins with our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Read 

John 15:1-11 and answer these questions. 

 

A.  What is the nature of the relationship between you and Christ as  

      seen in this passage?   VINE TO VINEDRESSER, BRANCH TO VINE – LIFE, 

FRUIT, PRUNING 

 

B. What does it mean to “abide” in Christ?  (see especially verses 7, 10)  “MY 

WORDS ABIDE IN YOU ‘&’ IF YOU KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS”  CONTINUE, 

DWELL, REMAIN – RELATIONSHIP TO BIBLE -- OBEDIENCE 
 

C. What are the results of  “abiding” in Christ? (see especially verses 5,7,8)  
“BEARING MUCH FRUIT” – ANSWERED PRAYER – GLORIFY FATHER 

 

 It is as we take the time and energy to abide in Christ that we grow  

 and experience new life. 

 

 

II.  THE WORD 

 

 Living in Christ involves a close relationship to the Bible.  Our  

 attitude towards Scripture needs to be the same as that of our Lord. 

 Jesus regarded the Old Testament as inspired and authoritative.  He 

 said, “Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35) referring to the Old 

 Testament (see also Matthew 5:17,18).  He established the New  

 Testament by approving the apostles who are tied to every book  

 in the New Testament.  These apostles understood that they wrote  

 with divine authority.  Paul for example, called his message “The 

 Word of God” (I Thessalonians 2:13).  Thus Christians need to regard the  
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 Bible as their ultimate and final authority in all things.  In growing, 

 the Christian needs to both read scripture devotionally and study the  

 Bible in depth. 

 

A. Read and study II Timothy 3:14-17.  List some reasons from this  

passage why God has given us the Scriptures.  
 

INSTRUCTION TO SALVATION, TEACHING, REPROOF, CONNECTION, 

TRAINING IN RIGHTOUSNESS 

 

 

B. Read and study James 1:22-25.  From these two passages what can 

we do to accomplish these purposes?   
 

HEAR, DO, ACT ON WHAT IS HEART; OBEY, CONTINUE IN IT 

 

 

 Matthew 4:4  “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

 proceeds from the mouth of God.” 

 

III . PRAYER 

 

 Prayer is our lifeline of communication with God.  It is through prayer 

 that we give and receive the most intimate fellowship with God. 

 

A. Some basic elements of prayer can be easily summarized with an  

acrostic based on the word ACTS. 

 

 Adoration for who God is 

 Confession of our sins 

 Thanksgiving for what God has done 

 Supplication or asking for something for ourselves or others. 

 

 Place each letter of the acrostic in the space before the verses it relates 

 to.  For some verses more than one letter may be appropriate. 

 

 C   I John 1:9  A    Psalms 103:1-4  T    I Thessalonians 5:18 

 

 S   John 14:13,14 C-S   Psalms 51:1-7  T-S   Philippians 4:6,7 

  

A   Psalms 29:2 S    Ephesians 6:18 

 

B. Worship and communion with God should be spontaneous,  

creative, varied, and involve the total person.  I Cor. 14:15 

refers to using both our MIND and our SPIRIT in prayer.   

The following list includes tools, helps, and modes 

of expression appropriate for one’s fellowship with God: 
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Bible     musical instruments 

ACTS (above)    hymn books 

Tongues     crying/laughing/shouting 

Singing in tongues   devotional books 

Singing in English   varied body positions 

         (sit, kneel, stand, etc.) 

 

You are encouraged to use these and others in your communion  

with God. 

 

The book of Psalms is full of excellent examples and instruction 

in the area of prayer.  It is hoped you will take time to read the 

Psalms with the intent of letting them teach you about prayer. 

 

There are several other spiritual disciplines that you will want to practice.  

Fasting, journaling, solitude, meditation, and others will help you grow in 

intimacy and fellowship with the Lord. 

 

 

IV.  PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE 

 

 Why not implement the material presented here by making the  

 following agreement with the Lord: 

 

  I promise to spend at least 15 minutes each day for the  

  next week in Bible study and prayer.  As I do this: 

 

   I will study (not just read) at least a paragraph 

   but not more than a chapter each day.  

 

   I will use a notebook and jot down notes on meaning  

   and application. 

 

   I will pray daily using the elements listed. 
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#4 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
Temptation and Sin 

 
What, in your opinion, makes something wrong?  Before you work through this study, 

write your own definition of sin. 

 
NEED AN OBJECTIVE BASIS; REVALATION CONTRARY TO GOD’S CHARACTER AND 

PRESCRIBED ORDER 

 

This lesson should help to define sin and show the Biblical defenses that are available to 

overcome it. 

 

I.   RECOGNIZING SIN 

 

 What is sin?  Am I am sinner?  These passages offer the Lord’s view of sin. 

 

 A.  Underline the correct answer  Individuals are (1) basically good, (2) morally 

       neutral, (3) naturally inclined toward sin, selfishness and evil.  Look up  

       underlined verses; others are for personal interest.  Eph 2:1,3,  Jer. 17:9, 

       Ps. 51:5, Gen. 6:5; 8:21, Isa. 64:6. 

 

 B.  Sin occurs at many levels and manifests itself in many ways.  Match the right 

       Scripture with the phrase it illustrates or proves. 

 

3     a state of being  (1) I John 2:15  [love world or things in world] 

 

  4    wrong thoughts  (2) Galatians 5:19-21 [works of flesh] 

 

  2    wrong actions  (3) Psalms 51:5  [conception & birth] 

 

  5    improper motives  (4) Matthew 5:28  [to look with lust is to adulate] 

 

1    wrong affections  (5) Romans 14:23  [whatever does not proceed from 

faith is sin] 

 

  6    lack of action  (6) James 4:17  [know what to do and not do it] 

 

 C.  What are the three main sources of enticement to sin which control people, 

       according to Ephesians 2:2,3? 

   

1.  WORLD 

  2.   FLESH 

  3.   DEVIL 
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 To grow in grace and godliness, we need to be sensitive to sin in our lives and  

 recognize the many ways it touches us. 

 

II.  OVERCOMING SIN 

 

 What can we do when we recognize the approach of sin?  How can we keep  

 ourselves pure?  These passages teach us our spiritual defenses. 

 

 A.  Read Romans 6 and answer these questions from what it teaches.  As  

       Christians, what should our relationship to sin be?   

 
DIE TO SIN, NOT CONTINUE IN IT; NO LONGER ENSLAVED; DON’T LET SIN 

REIGN – RATHER:  YIELD TO GOD, BEN ENSLAVED TO RIGHTIOUSNESS, ALIVE 

TO GOD 

 

       Why?   WE ARE DEAD TO SIN – OLD SELF WAS CRUCIFIED 

 

 B.  Someone has said:  Opportunity may knock only once, but temptation keeps  

       banging for years!  What comfort and hope does the Bible give us when we  

       are tempted?  See I Cor. 10:13 and Heb. 4:14-16.  [Also Heb. 2:18] 

 

 CHRIST WAS – OTHERS ARE – NOT TOO MUCH – THERE IS A WAY OUT 

 

 C.  Being tempted is not equal to sinning; temptation will come in our lives and  

      we must be ready to combat it.  These verses contain some practical sugges- 

      tions to help you resist temptation.  Write them down in your own words. 

 

      Matt. 26:41:  WATCH & PRAY – SPIRIT IS WILLING, FLESH IS WEAK 

 

II Tim. 2:22:  SHUN YOUTHFUL PASSIONS; AIM AT RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

FAITH, LOVE, PEACE 

 

      Eph. 6:10-18:  PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD 

 

      Phil. 4:8:   THINK ON THSE THINGS 

 

      James 4:7:  SUBMIT TO GOD, RESIST THE DEVIL – HE WILL FLEE 

 

D.  What should you do when you yield to temptation or find that you have 

sinned?  I John 1:9   DON’T GIVE UP THE SHIP – CONFESS, REPENT, 

SUBMIT,  

GIVE THANKS, GO ON 

 

      What two things has God promised to do in response? 

 

      FORTIVE and CLEANSE FROM ALL 

 

The Lord has given us the spiritual tools to overcome sin. 
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III.  LOOK AT YOUR LIFE 

 

 List three areas where you are frequently tempted and write down a brief strategy  

 to deal with each one.  BE SPECIFIC! 

 

1. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Look again at the definition you wrote at the beginning of this study.  Has the study 

caused you to alter this definition?  How?  
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#5 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 

 
What was the quality of life for early New Testament Christians?  Let’s take a look at the 

Book of Acts.  Match those passages with what the Holy Spirit did in the early church. 

 

C Acts 2:1-13  A.  People were raised from the dead.  [Note use of laughter] 

 

E Acts 3:1-10  B.  There was direct dialogue with the Lord.  

 

B Acts 9:10-19  C.  People spoke in languages they never learned. [Dialogue] 

 

A Acts 9:36-42  D.  Angels came and ministered to people. [Dorcas raised] 

 

D Acts 12:1-11  E.  People were healed. [Note reaction] 

 

This is only a sample of the ways the Holy Spirit works in and through Christians.  Who 

is the Holy Spirit?  What ministries can the Holy Spirit perform in our lives?  How can  

we appropriate the Holy Spirit in our lives?  This lesson seeks to answer these questions. 

 

I. THE IDENTITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

      Before we can grasp the work of the Holy Spirit, we need to know who he is and  

      what he is like.  These passages introduce this very special person. 

 

A. Put the appropriate letter in front of the verse that demonstrates: 

 

1.  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit belong   A Matthew 28:19 

      in the same category.    D John 14:26 

       C Acts 5:3,4 

2.  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have a  B I Peter 1:2 

      distinct separateness of persons.   B Matthew 3:16,17 

       D Acts 15:28 

3.  The Holy Spirit must be considered as  A II Corinthians 13:14 

      Deity, that is, fully God.    C Romans 8:9 

 

4. The Holy Spirit must be considered as a  

personal being. 
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      B.  Match these attributes of the Holy Spirit with the Scripture that illustrates them. 

            (Note that these qualities are one which a personal being has, illustrating #4 

 in the question above.) 

  G has a mind  1.  I Corinthians 12:11  [AS HE WILLS] 

 

  E teaches   2.  Romans 15:30  [LOVE OF THE SPIRIT] 

 

  A wills   3.  I Corinthians 2:11  [WHO KNOWS] 

 

  B loves   4.  John 16:8  [CONVINCE WORLD OF SIN,  

RIGHT, JUDGES] 

 

  H guides   5.  John 14:26  [TEACH] 

 

  F speaks   6.  I Timothy 4:1 [THE SPIRIT SAYS] 

 

  D convinces  7.  Romans 8:27 [MIND OF THE SPIRIT] 

 

  C has knowledge  8.  John 16:13  [GUIDE,  

 

  I has strength  9.  Acts 1:8 

 

The Holy Spirit is a divine person with all of the attributes and qualities, that 

implies.  [TRINITY – NO TO QUANTITY THING – WHO IS HOLY SPIRIT?] 

 

II.  WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES IN CHRISTIANS 

 

Jesus promises the ministry of the Holy Spirit to His people.  In John 14, 15, and 

16 He says the Holy Spirit will work in His place and do the things He did during 

His earthly ministry.  Here are some of the ways the Holy Spirit helps us. 

 

A. The Holy Spirit helps us develop a character like Jesus. 

 

1.  Explain in your own words what the Holy Spirit does to bring salvation  

      initially into our experience according to Titus 3:5.  (A dictionary may 

 be helpful to define terms.)  [HOLY SPIRIT ACTIVE IN SALVATION] 

 WASHING OF REGENERATION – MAKING ALIVE AGAIN – 

RECREATING 

 RENEWAL – REFRESHMENT, STRENGTHENING 

 

2. Sanctification in the New Testament means set apart to God and holy  

living.  When we view it from the perspective of God’s provision in  

Christ, it is accomplished.  But when viewed from our experience it is an 

on-going process.  From the list in Galatians 5:22,23 list the three attitudes 

in which you would most like to grow in the next few months.  Make  

this a matter of prayer. 
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a. _________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________ 

c. _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

B.  God has work for you to do in His Kingdom, and it is the Holy Spirit who  

      gives you the strength and ability to do the tasks. 

 

1. Arrange the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in I Corinthians 12:8-10 into 

the appropriate categories. 

 

          GIFTS of            GIFTS of       GIFTS of 

          POWER            UTTERANCE         UNDERSTANDING 

          or DOING           or SAYING       or KNOWING 

 a.  FAITH (MT. MOVING) b.   TONGUES/LANGUAGES a.  WORD OF WISDOM 

 

 b.  HEALINGS   b.   INTERP. OF TONGUES     b.  WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 

 

 c.  MAKING OF MIRACLES  c.  PROPHECY     c.  DISCERNING OF SPIRITS 

 

2. Do you know Christians who have any of the ministries listed in  

Romans 12:6-8?  Write down their names followed by the ministries 

you think they have and ask the person or a leader for confirmation. 

 
PROPHECY, SERVICE, TEACHING, EXHORTING, CONTRIBUTING, 

LEADING, ACTS OF MERCY 

 

3. What will the Holy Spirit do to help us communicate our faith in Christ to  

Others?  (See Acts 1:8)  WHAT KIND OF POWER?   

POWER TO TESTIFY – CONFIRMATION, INTERNAL HELP, WISDOM 

 

C.  The Holy Spirit also has a ministry of giving us direction in our lives.  Put the  

appropriate number of the concept before the verse it illustrates. 

 

1.  Guidance  2.  Teaching   3.  Prayer 

 

A Romans 8:14  B    I Corinthians 2:9-16 A/B    John 16:13 

 

C  Jude 20  A    Galatians 5:18  C    Ephesians 6:18 

 

These areas form part of the Holy Spirit’s job description.  He will do these 

things in the life of any Christian who allows him to.  Ask Him to bring to you 

the help and resources you need for your faithfulness and fruitfulness in your 

life with God. 
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III. APPROPRIATING THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT 

 

The goal is to have the Holy Spirit ministering to and through us.  What can we 

do to encourage this? 

 

 A. According to Romans 8:9 and Ephesians 1:13, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell 

within us in His entirety:  (1) when we die and go to heaven, (2) when we 

accept Christ as our Savior, (3) at some point after salvation when we 

become totally committed to Christ. 

 

 B. (True or False)  The big problem is not getting the Spirit into us, but our 

openness to let him work through us. 

 

 C. (True or False)  Because the Holy Spirit resides in us, all the gifts potentially 

reside in us. 

 

D. (True or False)   We should actively seek gifts and ministries to be manifested 

through us.  (I Corinthians 14:1) 

   

 E. (True or False)   It is our maturity in Christ, not our ministry which 

determines what gifts are actually manifested through us.   

 

 F. We can do things that hinder the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 D  not do what He wants us to  1.  Matthew 12:31  [blasphemy] 

 

 B do what He doesn’t want us to  2.  Ephesians 4:30  [grieve] 

 

 C lie      3.  Acts 5:3, 4 & 9  [lie] 

 

 E resist     4.  I Thessalonians 5:19  [quench] 

 

 F rebel     5.  Acts 7:51  [resist] 

 

 A blaspheme     6.  Isaiah 63:10  [rebelled] 

  
Identify the greatest roadblocks to the work of the Holy Spirit in your life, then make the 

necessary steps to break them down.   

 

God wants all of us to lay the foundation of a relationship with Jesus as Baptizer in the Holy 

Spirit.  Supernatural power is available for all.  Study John 7:37-39, Acts 2, and Ephesians 5:18-

20.  Read Luke 11:11-13 and pray asking the Father to minister directly to you.  Then do not be 

satisfied until you find a personal release of the Holy Spirit in and through you.  Welcome the 

personal presence of God.  Listen to the whisper of God to you.  Yield yourself to worship and 

spiritual language.  Expect God to use you to help others with supernatural power.   
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#6 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
The Church 

 

The white building on the corner?  The Thursday night prayer group?  The place I 

grew up in Sunday School?  What is a church?  Before you begin this study, write 

out your own definition:  NOT BUILDING; NOT DENOMINATION 

 

This lesson focuses on what the Lord has in mind in building his church. 

 

I. THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

 

In Christ we are linked with all other Christians.  Study I Corinthians 12:12-14 

& 27. 

 

 A. The group of Christians is called the BODY of Christ. 

 

 B. How many people who accept Christ as Lord and Savior are in the Body of 

Christ?           Very few____    Some____    Most____    All  X     

  

 C. What does it mean to be a member of the Body of Christ?  ATTACHED; 

FUNCTIONING 

 

When we become a Christian, we have a general, spiritual union with other 

believers in the universal church.  However, we cannot let our fellowship and 

involvement stop here. 

 

II. THE LOCAL CHRUCH 

 

Not just any group of believers constitutes a church.  Believers must come 

together according to Christ’s laws to be considered a church.  This involves 

sound doctrine, proper observance of the ordinances, proper organization, etc.  

This is the only church you can see, and the only church that can do anything. 

 

A. The local church should minister to God, to itself and to the world around it.  

What functions to the church that do this are found in Acts 2:41-47?  

 
 WIFE; THIS IS THE BUSINESS OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 

B. I Corinthians 14:26 offers a pattern for believers’ meetings.  What 

implications does this pattern have for church services today?   
 NO 1-MAN SHOWS; INFORMAL, NOT LITURGICAL; ALL PARTICIPATE; DIVENITY; 

INTERVENTION; PREPARATION; GIVE NOT JUST RECEIVE; CHARISMATIC 
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C. What does Hebrews 10:23-25 tell us about our proper attitude toward the 

local church?  MUST PLUG IN; CONSIDER HOW TO STIR UP; NEED TO ACTIVELY 

PARTICIPATE 

 

D. From Matthew 18:15-17, how should sin in the church be dealt with?  
DISCUSS 

 

Each Christian has the responsibility to be attached to a local church and to be 

functioning in it as an active participant.   

 

III. CHURCH ORDER 

 

The church is not only an organism [BODY], it is an organization [GROUP].  The 

organization involves individual ministries under the leadership of recognized 

leaders in the offices of deacon and elder. 

 

A. Individual ministries.  Fill in this diagram from Ephesians 4:11 & 12. 

 

 

 

 

                UNTO 

 

           FOR 

 

 

 

              UNTO 

 

 

 

Every believer has a place in the Body of Christ and has a unique ministry to 

perform based on the gifts and abilities God has given him.   

 
YOU HAVE A PLACE; YOU HAVE GIFTS AND ABILITIES 

 

B. Deacons.   

 

 1. Read Acts 6:1-6.  What is the purpose of this office in the church?   
  

FREE UP LEADERS FOR PRAYER AND WORD; TO DO DIRTY WORK; TO MANIFEST THE 

SPIRITUAL CONTENT OF THE GOSPEL IN PHYSICAL, MATERIAL FORM 

 

From I Timothy 3:8-13, list the main requirements for this office:  SERIOUS, NOT 

DOUBLE-TONGUED, NOT ADDICTED TO MUCH WINE, NOT GREEDY, HOLD FAITH 

CLEARLY, TESTED & PROVED, ONE WIFE, MANAGE HOUSEHOLD  [DOCTRINE, 

CHARACTER, MATURITY, FAITHFULNESS] 

 

APOSTLES 

 

PROPHETS 

 

EVANGELISTS 

 

PASTOR-TEACHER 

 

EQUIPPING  

 

THE 

 

SAINTS 

WORK OF  

THE 

MINISTRY 

UPBUILDING  

THE BODY 

OF CHRIST 
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C. Elders. 

 

 1. Match these functions of elders to the scriptures that mention them: 

 

  D    feeds church  A.   I Peter 5:1-3  [tend flock] 

 

  E    combats heresy B.   Ephesians 4:11&12 [eg. Saints] 

 

  C     teaches church C..  Titus 1:7-9 [instruction in sound doctrine] 

 

   A    rules church  D.   Acts 20:28 [feed the church] 

 

   B    equips church  E.   Acts 20:29-31 [fight wolves] 

 

 2. From I Timothy 3:1-7, list the main requirements for this office:   

 
ABOVE REPROACH, ONE WIFE, TEMPERATE, SENSIBLE, DIGNIFIED, HOSPITABLE, APT 

LEADER, NO DRUNKARDS, NOT INSOLENT, NOT QUARRELSOME, NO LOVER OF 

MONEY, MANAGES HOUSEHOLD WELL, NOT RECENT CONVERT, OUTSIDE TESTIMONY 

 

Note from Acts 20:17, 28 and I Peter. 5:1-3; that the terms elder, bishop, presbyter, 

overseer, etc., are synonymous and interchangeable.  Note also that elders are 

found in Scripture as a plurality or group of leadership.      [NO 1-MAN SHOWS] 

 

God has established proper order for the church.  Whether it’s an individual 

ministry or in a role as a deacon or elder, each of us must find our place and 

work together as God planned.  [Congregational, Presbyterian, Episcopalian – Autonomy] 

 

IV. GOING TO CHURCH 

 

It is wrong not to enter into fellowship with other believers (Hebrews 10:23-25).  

Rather, it is God’s will for each Christian to become a functioning member of a 

local church.  Connecting to your spiritual home, relating to your spiritual 

leaders, and serving with your gifts and ministries is God’s plan for every 

believer. 

 

A. Now, again, answer the first question of this study:  What is a church?   
 

SPIRITUAL BODY OF CHRIST MANIFESTED IN LOCAL FORM TO WIFE UNDER DEACONS 

& ELERS 

 

B. With what local church are you fellowshipping?  [COMMITMENT] 

 

C. In what ways can you “do the work of the ministry” and “upbuild the body 

of Christ” in your church?  EQUIP, TEACH  [FIND YOUR PLACE AND PLUG IN] 

 

D. List the elders who are your spiritual authority.  [PROTECTION & HELP – Heb. 13:17] 
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#7 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
Church Ordinances 

 

 
How should I understand the various activities of the church?  What are they and 

how do they relate to me?  The term ORDINANCE means symbolic rite ordained by 

Scripture for the church whose purpose is to vividly express a gospel truth and 

confirm it to the believer.  The term SACRAMENT usually views these (and other) 

symbolic rites as actually conferring grace and producing holiness all by themselves 

with or without faith. 

 

Scripture clearly teaches that our salvation is based solely on God’s unmerited favor 

and not any meritorious works or righteous deeds we might perform (Ephesians 2:8 

& 9; Titus 3:5).  The Bible also makes it clear that the means for receiving God’s 

grace is only through faith (Ephesians 2:8).  Therefore, if faith is the means of grace 

it clearly cannot be any rites we perform.  Rites are meant to serve as visual aids 

illustrating on a concrete level some of the deep, abstract spiritual truths and acts of 

God.  God desires to clarify our understanding of what He does by giving us a 

physical reality we can see and experience.  Unfortunately, some people have 

misunderstood this and tried to make something mysterious, magical, and confusing 

out of these simple visualizations. 

 

This lesson will focus on the Scriptural understanding of church ordinances.  

Though strictly speaking, water baptism and the Lord’s supper are the only true 

ordinances, other church visual aids have been included in this study. 

 

I. WATER BAPTISM 

 

When should I be baptized?  How should I be baptized?  Why should I be 

baptized?  The Bible clearly answers these questions. 

 

A. Match the verse with the statement about baptism that it teaches or 

illustrates. 

 

D A command of Christ and a necessary part of  A.  Romans 6:1-5 

 discipleship 

 

C Speaks of Jesus “going into” and coming “up  B.  Acts 2:38; 8:36 

 out of” the water 

 

A Baptism signifies being united with Christ in His C.  Mark 1:5; 8-10 

 death, burial and resurrection 
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B For believers, as part of their initial profession D.  Matthew 28:19 

 of faith 

B. Questions you might be asking . . . 

Q.    Do I have to be baptized? 

A.    You don’t have to, you get to.  It’s something Jesus told us to do.  If you 

aren’t willing and eager to do anything and everything Jesus commands, you 

have good cause to doubt whether you have made the type of commitment He 

requires of His disciples.  (Matthew 28:19 & 20) 

 

Q.    Shouldn’t I wait until I’m a stronger Christian? 

A.    No.  Baptism is a sign of a person’s commitment to Christ, not the 

maturity. 

 

Q.    What is the right mode:  sprinkling, pouring, or immersion? 

A.    The usage of the Greek word BAPTIZO, which is the word translated 

into baptize, requires the meaning “immersion.”  Sprinkling or pouring, 

while they may be useful practices for individuals with certain disabilities or 

limitations, are not indicated in the Bible.  The contexts of the baptism 

passages also strongly indicate immersion.  (see Mark 1 for example) 

 

Q.    Does that mean that my infant baptism doesn’t count? 

A.    That is correct.  It is not a true Christian baptism since (1) it is the 

wrong mode, and (2) baptism is for believers who have personally exercised 

faith to trust Christ and infants are not old enough to understand, let alone 

believe. 
[Meaning – Sign of Salvation, union in Christ; Mode – Immersion; Timing – soon after belief] 

 

 All Christians should follow Jesus’ teaching and example in water baptism. 

 

II. THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 What does the Bible teach about the Lord’s Supper? 

 

 A. The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Jesus during the last meal with his 

disciples.  Read the account as recorded in Mark 14:22-24. 

 

 B. The Lord’s Supper was a common element in the meetings of New Testament 

church.  For example, read Acts 2:42, 46 and 20:7. 

 

 C. Read and study I Corinthians 11:23-43.  Then fill in the blanks. 

 

         These symbols:      these realities: 

       represent 
   BREAD               BODY 

   

   and             and 
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   CUP               BLOOD 

 

  What is the warning in this passage?    DON’T PARTAKE UNWORTHILY 

 

 D. List three themes or passages you might meditate on in a service of the 

Lord’s Supper.  I COR. 11, MARK 14 (& PARALLELS); REV. 5 

 

 The passages used above give us God’s plan for the proper observance of the 

Lord’s 

 Supper and show us how to partake together in faith.   

 
   TRANSUBSTANTIATIONL CONSUBSTANTIATION, SACRIFICE – NO 

 

III. LAYING ON OF HANDS 

 

The practice of laying on of hands is a church “visual aid” that has a wide 

background.  For each of these passages write in the letter that fits best. 

 

 B Acts 28:8   A.  Impartation of authority for service & 

ministry 

 

 A Acts 6:3-6   B.  Impartation of healing to the sick 

 

 C Genesis 48:8-20  C.  Impartation of blessing 

 

 A-D  Deuteronomy 34:9  D.  Impartation of gifts for service and ministry 

 

 C Mark 10:13-16 

 

 D II Timothy 1:6 

 

 C Acts 13:2 & 3 

 

 B Luke 4:40 

 

We can understand laying on of hands as the church community’s involvement, 

participation, and identification with the person who receives this blessing. 

 

 

IV. ANNOINTING WITH OIL 

 

Why would anyone be anointed with oil in the church today?  Here are some 

Scriptural guidelines. 

 

A. Anointing with oil was used in the Bible for many reasons.   

 Match the reason with the appropriate scripture.  
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 C Acts 10:38; Isaiah 61:1-3  1.  Standard medicinal treatment 

 

 D I Samuel 16:12 & 13   2.  Beauty aid 

 

 A  Revelation 3:18   3.  Figurative of the Holy Spirit 

 

 E James 5:14-16    4.  Consecrate for service 

 

 B Matthew 6:17    5.  Healing 

 

 B. Read James 5:14-16 carefully, then answer the following questions: 

 

  1. (True or False)  Every time the elders hear that someone is sick, they 

should take the initiative and go to the bedside. 

 

  2. (True or False)  Confession of sin is encouraged because some (though not 

by any means all) sicknesses develop as a result of sinful attitudes, 

thoughts, and lifestyles. 

 

  3. (True or False)  The elders should confess their sins also (“to one 

another”) to clear up their communication channels with God. 

 

  4. The promised healing is brought about by (1) the oil, (2) prayer offered in 

faith, or (3) a magical incantation. 

 

 C. List two reasons why a Christian today might be anointed with oil: 

 

  1. HEALING 

 

  2. CONSECRATION FOR SERVICE 

 

 Anointing with oil may be appropriate at times in your life in the church. 

 

 

 

V. FASTING 

 

Fasting is not a mystical, magical rite through which we placate, ingratiate, or 

coerce God into fulfilling our wishes.  Rather it is a way for us to manifest, cement, 

and confirm our concern to ourselves and to God.  It is a way of saying, Í am more 

concerned about this matter than my necessary food.” It is a time of setting aside basic 

needs (food) for a while to focus our attention and prayer on a matter of deep 

concern. 

 

 A. Describe the reasons why some of the people mentioned in scripture fasted. 
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  1. Ezra 10:6  MOURNING OVER FAITHLESSNESS OF EXILES 

 

  2. II Samuel 1:12  MOURNING OVER DEATH 

 

  3. II Samuel 12:16 & 17  BESEACHING GOD FOR A SICK CHILD 

 

  4. Joel 1:13-20  SEEKING GOD’S DELIVERANCE FROM THE PLAGUE 

 

 B. What are some specific reasons you might have for fasting? 

 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Practicing various kinds of fasting (Total  --  Esther 4:16;  Complete  --  Matthew 

4:2;  Pleasant Bread  --  Daniel 10:3 et al.) is a Biblical tool for spiritual growth. 

 

 

VI. REVIEW 

 

The church practices we have studied are important.  Every church which 

claims to follow Christ should be involved with these ordinances on a regular 

basis.  Is the church you fellowship with following these Biblical guidelines? 
[A PARTIAL TEST OF A TRUE CHURCH] 

 

Perhaps more importantly, each individual needs to regularly and actively 

participate in these church activities.  These are Scriptural marks of a believer.  

Are there any ordinances you have overlooked in your life?  What was the time 

and place of your baptism?  When do you plan to partake of the Lord’s Supper 

next? 
[REMEMBER THESE ARE VISUAL AIDS THAT HELP CEMENT; NOT WORKS OR WAYS TO 

OBTAIN GRACE.] 

 

Water baptism is particularly important.  This is the way God has established 

for believers to make a public declaration of their relationship with Christ.  It 

cements the Lordship of Christ with concrete, observable behavior.  It clarifies 

the individual’s union with Christ in death, burial, and resurrection.  Be sure to 

take advantage of this foundational step of relating to Jesus as Lord. 
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#8 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
Final Events 

 
Have you ever wondered . . .  

 
What happens to people when they die?  Why do some go to heaven and some to hell?  

Who decides?  When Jesus comes again, what will things be like? 

 

This lesson examines some scriptures that relate to these basics of final events. 

 

I. THE INTERMEDIATE STATE 

 

 Where do people spend their time after death, but before the end of the world? 

 

 A. What hopes did these people who came to Christ have? 

 

The thief on the cross (Luke 23:43)  TRULY I SAY TO YOU TODAY YOU WILL 

BE WITH ME IN PARADISE 

 

  2. The Apostle Paul (Philippians 1:23; II Corinthians 5:6-8)  DEPART TO BE 

WITH CHRIST AWAY FROM BODY OR HOME WITH THE LORD 

 

 B. What will those who have rebelled against God experience?  (II Peter 2:4, 9; 

Luke 16:19-25, especially 23) KEPT UNDER PUNISHMENT UNTIL THE DAY OF 

JUDGMENT, TORMENT IN HADES  [decision is irreversible] 

 

 C. How do passages like John 5:24 and Hebrews 9:27, 28 refute the concept of 

purgatory or a limbo intermediate state?  Jn. 11:25&26 IS PASSED FROM DEATH 

TO LIFE – NO JUDGMENT 

 

The Bible teaches an immediate, conscious, and irreversible presence in and 

awareness of heaven or hell upon death.  NOT SOUL SLEEP – NOT PURGATORY – 

NOT SECOND CHANCE  [but also not complete – Rev. 6:9 & following] 

 

 

II. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 

 

Christians agree that Christ will come again – this time not as a babe, but in the sky, 

with great power and glory to bring an end to the world (II Peter 3:10).  He comes 

again to resurrect the dead, some to eternal life and some to eternal damnation 

(Matthew 25:46).  He will then establish a new heaven and a new earth for the 

redeemed (II Peter 3:13).  Some believers have disagreed throughout history about 
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the exact sequence and nature of the events that will occur surrounding His second 

coming.  There are some Bible basics that we can all agree upon. 

 

 A. (True or False)  While the thought of the end of the world scares many people, it 

should really be a source of comfort for Christians.  [Comfort one another with those words] 

 

 B. (True or False)  Once a Christian has thoroughly studied Matthew 24, 

Revelation, Daniel, and other passages about the end times, he should be able 

to pinpoint when Christ will come again.  (Matthew 24:44)  [You won’t expect it] 

 

 C. It has been almost 2,000 years since Christ gave the promise that he would 

return.  According to II Peter 3:9, why is he taking so long?  NOT WISHING 

THAT ANY SHOULD PERISH 

 

Jesus is coming back!  We win!  We may not know all the details  [sequence & 

nature], but we take comfort in God having everything under control.  Jesus is our 

soon-coming King. 

 

III. THE RESSURRECTION, JUDMENT AND FINAL STATES OF 

RIGHTEIOUS AND WICKED 

 

 When Christ comes again, many astounding changes will take place.  According 

to Scripture, what will happen to: 

 

 A. The earth and universe?  II Peter 3:10, 12, 13  HEAVENS PASS AWAY, 

ELEMENTS WILL BE DISOLVED WITH FIRE, EARTH BURNED UP, NEW HEAVEN AND 

NEW EARTH 

 

 B. The living and dead?  John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:15  RESURECTION OF ALL TO LIFE 

OR JUDGMENT 

 

 C. The bodies of the righteous?  Philippians 3:20, 21; I Corinthians 15:50-54  
GLORIFIED BODY LIKE CHRIST’S – IMPERISHABLE MORTAL BODY 

 

 D. The future of the righteous?  Matthew 25:46; Revelation 21:3, 4; Revelation 

22:3   
 ETERNAL LIFE – NO TEARS, DEATH, MOURNING, PAIN – WITH GOD! 

  

 E. The future of the wicked?  II Thessalonians 1:6-10; Matthew 25:41, 46; 

Daniel  
 ETERNAL DESTRUCTION, EXCLUSION FROM THE PRESENCE OF GOD, DEPART FROM E, 

INTO ETERNAL FIRE 

 

 In the end, justice will prevail.  God is going to set all creation right for all 

eternity. 

 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 
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God has a plan.  God is in control.  God is good.  Jesus is coming back.  There is a 

real heaven and a real hell.  Hebrews 9:27 says,  “. . .it is appointed for men to die 

once, and after that comes judgment.”  Are you ready?  Are you living in a way that 

is prepared for Christ’s return? 

 

This study has presented the basics of the end times, the facts that we can be sure of.  

God has not left us ignorant of what to expect but neither has He given us every 

detail.  There are several different ideas regarding exactly what will happen at the 

close of the age.  Most of them are sound theologically, but some are not.  If you 

want to study the area more deeply, be sure you consult sound, scholarly works.  

Avoid the “pop” theological works, which sometimes amount to little more than 

Christian speculation. 

 

The most important aspect of all of this is our personal relationship with Christ.  He 

is the One who holds the keys to death and the afterlife (Revelation 1:18).  He is the 

one who will sit in ultimate judgment.  You can draw confidence and joy from your 

personal relationship with Jesus as your coming King. 
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#9 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
Witnessing 

 

If you are a Christian, someone in your life witnessed to you.  In fact, all Christians 

are “led to the Lord” by someone else.  Now what is your responsibility for passing 

on the faith?  From the beginning, Christianity has been dependent upon the 

testimony of those whom God has saved for its growth. 

 

I. MOTIVATION 

 

Why should we witness and tell others about Christ?  Match these motivations 

with their scriptures. 

 

B   The Glory of God    A.  Matthew 28:19&20; John 14:15 

 

C   The “lostness” of man   B.  Philippians 2:9-11; Exodus 

34:14 

 

A   Obedience to Christ    C.  John 3:36 and 14:6 

 

Our motivation to share Christ begins with the new life we have bubbling up 

inside.  When these other motivations are added in, we need no other push to 

become an active witness. 

 

II. HOW TO GET STARTED 

 

The method of personal evangelism is to be in contact with God and to be in 

contact with people.  We must relate to non-Christians socially to share the 

gospel effectively.  Isolation, as with a disease and quarantine, is one of Satan’s 

most effective tools in stemming the spread of Christianity. 

 

But how can we bring the conversation from the hockey game to Christ?  We 

need to be alert for opportunities to “throw out the bait”.  There are many ways 

to do this.  Here is one simple method using three questions. 

A. Are you interested in spiritual things? 

 (with either yes or no you can go on) 

 

B. What do you think a real Christian is? 

(answers will usually relate to what a Christian does – goes to church, reads the 

Bible, does good.  Then you can point out what a real Christian is.) 

 

C. Would you like to become a real Christian now? 
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 (here you can draw the net) 

 

There are many other ways to throw out the bait.  Using literature, sharing your 

testimony, and offering Christ as the solution to problems are just a few 

examples. 

 

Find at least one method of getting started that you feel comfortable with and 

become adept at using it. 

 

III. THE MESSAGE 

 

That is the heart of Christianity?  What is the “good news” that we have to 

proclaim?  Make your own outline of the gospel by putting the truth of these 

verses in your own words. 

 

A. John 3:16: 10:10:  LOVE – PLAN   [God-centered vs man-centered] 

B. Ephesians 2:1; Romans 3:23:  SIN - SEPARATE 

 C. Isaiah 53 (esp. vv. 5 & 6); Romans 5:8:  ATONEMENT - CROSS 

 

D. Ephesians 2:8&9; Romans 5:1:  FAITH - REPENTANCE 

 

There are many different ways to outline and organize the message.  You must 

have one that you know well and can share with its scriptural backing. 

 

IV. QUESTIONS AND BLOCKS 

 

Sometimes people have questions they would like answered before accepting 

Christ.  I Peter 3:15 tells us we should be ready with a sensible defense of 

Christianity.  Here are seven typical questions non-Christians may ask. 

 

A. What about the heathen? 

B. Is Christ the only way to God? 

C. Why do the innocent suffer? 

D. How can miracles be possible? 

E. Isn’t the Bible full of errors? 

F. Isn’t the Christian experience only psychological? 

G. Won’t a moral life get me to heaven? 

 

Struggle with these questions yourself and be prepared.  It must, however, be 

pointed out that the real problem is not intellectual but moral.  Often the 

problem is not that people can’t believe.  The real problem is that they won’t 

believe. 

 

V. THE COST OF DESCIPLESHIP 
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After you present the message and answer questions, the time comes to reap the 

harvest.  Before we do this, however, it is imperative to present the cost of 

discipleship.  Match these responsibilities with their biblical texts. 

 

 A Confess Christ    A.  Romans 10:9&10 

 

 C Repent     B.  Luke 14:25-33 

 

  B  Put Christ first   C.  Acts 2:38 

 

VI. RESULTS 

 

Sharing the gospel involves a transfer of responsibility.  We begin as responsible 

for sharing the gospel.  In the end others are responsible for responding to the 

gospel.  The job is not done when someone responds, but rather when someone 

becomes responsible for making an intelligent decision.  We can’t evaluate our 

effectiveness on the basis of immediate results.  In your own words, what does 

each of these scriptures teach about effectiveness and results? 

 

 A. Acts 1:8:  HOLY SPIRIT 

 

 B. I Corinthians 3:5-9:  PLANT, WATER, REAP 

 

 C. John 6:44:  FATHER DRAWS 

 

 D. Mark 4:1-20:  SOWER 

 

In being a witness, we need to faithfully do our part and then step back and let 

God do His part. 

 

VII.  FOLLOW UP 

 

The time comes in our witnessing when we need to draw the net.  We need to be 

ready to finalize our witnessing by praying with someone to accept Christ as 

Lord and Savior. 

 

But what can we do if someone does accept Christ?  We need to be ready with a 

program to follow up.  The following outline should help. 

 

A. Immediate Follow Up 

 

 1. Assurances of salvation (I John 5:13, etc.) 

 2. First steps (confession before others) 

 3. Meet again (call, write or visit) 
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B. Subsequent Follow Up 

 

 1. Relationship with God (explain what has happened) 

 2. Relationship to church (get involved in fellowship) 

 3. Relationship to world (friends, family, sin, etc.) 

 

C. Ten Basic Lessons 

 

More than a plan or a program, follow up is a person.  As you tell others about 

the Lord, be available to be with that person to help establish them in their 

relationship with Jesus. 

 

VIII.  READY, SET, GO 

 

Witnessing for Jesus is our privilege and responsibility.  We need to become a 

part of God’s pattern of reproduction. 

 

A. Write out your testimony and present it to someone. 

 

B. Make a list of people you are socially related to whom you can witness. 

 

C. Pray daily for these people, your witness, and Christian outreach around the 

world. 
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#10 
TEN BASIC LESSONS  

 
True and False Teaching 

 
How should I understand the many different religious groups today?  What’s the 

difference?  As a Christian you need to be sure of what you do believe and what you 

don’t believe.  It is a function of the church and its leaders to warn about and refute 

false teaching (Titus 1:9&10; Acts 20:28-31).  This lesion points out typical 

approaches and teachings of false teachers. 

 

I. DECEPTION 

 

 There are common tactics that false teachers use to deceive people. 

 

 A. They use the same terms but redefine them.  We must maintain natural, 

historic, Biblical definitions. 

 

 B. They use poor hermeneutics (rules for interpreting scripture).  See II Peter 

3:16.  We must not violate language laws or historical contexts. 

 

 C. They mix truth with error.  A glass of good milk with just one teaspoon of 

arsenic becomes deadly poison. 

 

 D. They use non-essential come-ons (mysterious truths and great promises) to 

build up interest and trust. 

 

 E. They insist on a precise answer for all sticky problems and difficult issues.  

 

 F. They counterfeit truth as with Moses and the magicians of Egypt. 

 

 G. They blow one truth out of proportion to the exclusion of others. 

 

II. HERESY 

 

Even a sincere and honest Christian teacher may make an occasional error.  

There is a difference between these minor deviations and heresy or false 

teaching.  Heresy, or ungodly false teaching, perverts or distorts one or more of 

the doctrines of salvation which center around the “lostness” of man, the nature 

of the God, the person of Christ, and the work of Christ.  False teachers and 

false groups will deviate in one or more of these areas. 
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A. The “Lostness” of Man 

 

Man, apart from God, is lost and in a fallen, sinful condition.  In Romans 1, 

2, and 3, God explains this topic in depth.  One conclusion is found in 

Romans 3:23:  “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Ephesians 

2:1-3, and many other passages, substantiate this view.  Man is not basically 

good and cannot bring about his own salvation. 

 

 B. The Nature of the God Himself 

 

  1. God is One.  Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 45:5-7; John 10:30 

  2. Three are addressed as God in Scripture: 

   a. The Father is recognized as God.  John 6:27; I Peter 1:2 

   b. Jesus is recognized as God.  John 1:1, 14; 1:18; 5:18, 23; 20:28; 10:30; 

Titus 2:12; Hebrews 1:8; Isaiah 9:6 

   c. The Holy Spirit is recognized as God.  Acts 5:3&4; I Corinthians 3:16; 

6:19 

   d. These three are put on the same plane in Scripture.  Matthew 28:19; 

II Corinthians 13:14; I Peter 1:2; I Corinthians 12:4-6 

  3. These three are Distinct Persons as Personal Beings.  Matthew 3:16&17 . . 

. all are active and distinct at Jesus’ baptism.  John 14:16&17 . . . Jesus 

prays to the Father for another (Greek allos:  separate but of the same 

kind)  Comforter. 

  4. We must accept all these facts without confusing the persons or dividing 

the substance. 

 

             WRONG                  WRONG                      RIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 C. The Person of Christ 

 

  1. Jesus Christ is fully God. 

   a. John 1:1 “the Word was God.”   

   b. John 1:14; 3:16&18; I John 4:9 “only Begotten” (monogenes) from 

genos – kind or class; NOT from gennao – beget or born, “one of a 

kind”. 
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   c. John 3:13, 8:58, 10:30, 20:28; Romans 9:5; Colossians 2:9; Titus 2:13; 

Philippians 2:6 (from Greek morphe – essential attributes/specific 

form). 

   d. II Peter 1:1&2 Jesus is given the OT title of Jehovah, see Joel 2:32 and 

Romans 10:13. 

  2. Jesus Christ existed before his incarnation for all eternity as the Word. 

Philippians 2:6&7; Hebrews 1:2; 8:12; John 1:1&14; 8:58; 17:5; I 

Corinthians 8:6; II Corinthians 8:9; Ephesians 4:10. 

  3. Jesus Christ is fully human.  John 1:14; Acts 2:22; Romans 5:15; 

Philippians 2:7; I Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 2:14; I Peter 3:18; I John 1:1; 

4:2. 

  4. Neither the full humanity nor the full deity of Jesus should be ignored or 

diluted. 

 

 D. The Work of Christ 

 

  1. The deity of Christ was essential:  an infinite debt requires an infinite 

sacrifice beyond that of man’s gifts or man himself to satisfy the holiness 

and justice of God.  Hebrews 9:13&14; 9:23-28; 10:4&5; I Peter 1:18-21. 

  2. The humanity of Christ was essential that he might suffer the sinners’ 

fate in their behalf.  Luke 24:26; Acts 17:3; Romans 3:24-26; Galatians 

3:13; 4:4&5; II Corinthians 5:14, 19, 21; Hebrews 2:9&10, 14-18; I Peter 

3:18; I Timothy 2:5&6. 

  3. Christ’s “sinlessness” in nature and deed qualified him as an acceptable 

sacrifice.  John 8:46; II Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; I Peter 1:18&19; 

2:21&22; I John 3:3. 

  4. Christ’s atonement, his substitution sacrifice, is the one and only basis for 

our redemption.  Ephesians 2:8&9; Titus 3:5; Acts 13:38-40; Galatians 

2:16; Romans 3:20. 

 

This section is not comprehensive, but deals with areas of teaching that are 

essential to salvation and often distorted. 

 

III. BEWARE 

 

Many sections of the New Testament warn about the coming of false teachers 

and groups.  Peter wrote his second letter primarily to combat false teaching.  

His conclusion is better than any other we could share.   

 

“You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, beware lest you be carried 

away with the error of lawless men and lose your own stability.  But grow in 

grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be glory 

both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen”  II Peter 3:17 & 18 

 

 

 


